Becoming a Rabby,
Cantor or.Chaplain
at the

Academy for
Jewish Religion, CA
(AJR, CA)

“04012 and learn"

tween the pillars of Judaism ‘



Now that you've made the decision to become
a rabbi, cantor or chaplain, you need to decide
where to study. You have important questions.
We have informative answers.

What is our mission?

AJR, CA is a transdenominational, pluralistic institution
dedicated to the training of rabbis, cantors, and chaplains.
Our mission is to develop religious leaders steeped in Torah
wisdom and tradition, and capable of transforming Jewish
communities into places where all Jews can grow toward
wholeness and well-being.

What is our history?

AJR, CA was founded in 2000 by rabbis who recognized
that there was an urgent need to produce a new kind of
Jewish spiritual leader; one who could effectively reach
out to all Jews, including the unaffiliated. Determined

to create the highest caliber institution, our founders
recruited illustrious faculty, accomplished students and
dedicated community leaders. By 2006, our student body
had grown so substantially that we moved our campus
to the Yitzhak Rabin Hillel Center for Jewish Life at UCLA
in the beautiful Westwood area of Los Angeles.

‘AIR, CcAls...impact is growing rapidly.”

The Jewish Journal of Greater Los Angeles, June 2007




What are the goals of
each School/Program?

The Rabbinical School

The goal of the Rabbinical School is to train
men and women to become spiritual leaders
who will serve all Jews and Jewish movements,
who will be steeped in the teachings and
traditions of our sacred texts and, at the same
time, bring a sense of spirituality and holiness
to our lives as Jews today.

The Cantorial School

AJR, CA’s Cantorial School has the distinction of
being the only Cantorial School in the Western
United States. The goal of the Cantorial School
is to train men and women to become cantors
who will be a living resource of the varied
aspects of the cantorial musical tradition—
with mastery of the melodies and chants for
Jewish prayer, and of the music for home,
school and community. This mastery, coupled
with the ability to impart and inspire, includes
the contemporary modes and sounds, which
resonate with today's generation.

The Chaplaincy Program

The goal of the Chaplaincy program is to provide a dynamic and supportive
learning community in which students can deepen their Judaic knowledge
and pastoral and counseling skills in order to be able to serve all Jews in

a variety of chaplaincy settings including hospitals, senior citizen centers,
nursing homes, treatment centers and prisons.

“Che cAcademy's student body is rich
in both gijts of mind and gilts o} heart.
Chey bring to our school remarkable
intellectual powers and

profound sensitivity.”




Do our alumni find

meaningful jobs?

AJR, CA alumni are making an impact nationwide.

The vast majority of our Rabbinical and Cantorial

School graduates are either leading Conservative,

Reconstructionist, Reform, Jewish Renewal, and

Transdenominational congregations or serving

as rabbis of Jewish day schools or directors of

synagogue religious schools across the United

States. Some are teaching Religious Studies at major

universities and others are heading chaplaincy-related organizations. Our Chaplaincy
Program graduates are working in local hospitals with patients of all faiths.

How well known 1is
AJR, CA outside the
Los Angeles area?

AJR, CA enjoys a national reputation. Our school
and those affiliated with it have been profiled
by local, national and international media.
Members of our faculty and administration serve
as officers of national professional organizations
as do a number of our alumni. AJR, CA faculty,
administration and alumni have released well-
received books and CDs and our students are
increasingly recruited to officiate at High Holy
Days services by congregations across the US.

“T received superlative training in the moot collegial

and intellectually stimulating environment possible.
My experience at the cdcademy has lejt me well-prepared
jor leading and working with my congregation.”

Cantor Judy Greenfeld, ‘04
Spiritual leader and founder, Nachshon Minyan (Encino, CA)

“My experience in the Rabbinical
School has been spiritually
joyous, intellectually juljilling,

and emotionally satiojying.”




Is AJR, CA right for you?

If a transdenominational approach is what
you're looking for in your professional training,
then AJR, CA is right for you.

If a curriculum that emphasizes spirituality
and spiritual growth is one of your priorities,
then AJR, CA is right for you.

If you want an environment that is intellectually,
personally and professionally enriching and
supportive, then AJR, CA is right for you.

If you seek to study with inspirational teachers
who offer invaluable insights while encouraging
personal expression, then AJR, CA is right for you.

If you would like your fellow students to be
extremely bright, highly accomplished, mature men
and women who share a deep love for Judaism and
the Jewish people, then AJR, CA is right for you.

How do you learn more?

Come see for yourself what AJR, CA is all about.
Meet our students, faculty and administration and
sit in classes. For more information and to schedule
a visit, contact our Director of Admissions and
Recruitment at 310-824-1586.

Academy for Jewish Religion CA

The Yitzhak Rabin Hillel Center
for Jewish Life at UCLA

574 Hilgard Avenue

Los Angeles, California 90024

310.824.1586 office@ajrca.org

www.ajrca.org






