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are Greenfeld’s main targets. 
Membership at many large, Valley-area 

synagogues has declined over the years. 
Adat Ari El, one of the Valley’s oldest and 
largest synagogues, for example, has lost 
about 70 families over the last two years. 
According to the Executive Committee of 
the Board of Directors, there are current-
ly 830 dues-paying families. In 2005, there 
were around 900. 

This follows a general downward trend 
in synagogue membership among the 
United States’ Jewish population. Accord-
ing to the Jewish Agency, Israel’s semi-gov-
ernmental body in charge of Jewish immi-
gration, the number of Jews in the world is 
declining at an average rate of 50,000 peo-
ple per year. 

There are 12.9 million Jews in the world, 
the survey said, noting that the decline 
was sharpest in the United States where 

the fi gure dropped by 300,000 over the last 
decade to its current level of 5.2 million.

While the number of Americans who 
consider themselves Jewish is in decline, 
so too are the number of Jews who con-
sider themselves part of one of the major 
sects of Judaism. 

The National Jewish Population Survey 
found that out of the 5.2 million American 
Jews, About one million of those do not 
identify with any denomination, nor are 
they members of a Jewish organization.

Because of these trends, Greenfeld is 
reaching out to those who feel alienated 
by synagogues. “I want to bring people in 
who are converting and bring people to a 
place where they feel comfortable, and to 
bring in unaffi liates from other temples,” 
she stated. 

Greenfeld is also trying to cross the spir-
itual divide between Reform and Conser-
vative Judaism. 

“One of the things I want Nachshon to 
do is let people know we are all Jews,” 
she said of her congregation’s prayer 
book. “What’s happened, especially in the 
Conservative movement, is that people 
are afraid to admit they don’t know He-
brew. Our prayer book has transliteration 
and Hebrew. We also have pictures and 
verses of poetry so people have many op-
portunities to step into the prayers.” 

Music is another way people can inte-
grate themselves into the service, she be-
lieves. Greenfeld herself utilizes a cross 
section of genres meant to reach a wide 
audience. By incorporating aspects of op-
era, folk, Gregorian chants, country and 
traditional prayer music, she said, “there 

is something for everyone.” 
Still, not everyone has taken to Green-

feld’s methods. Some decry what they 
see as the cantor’s attempts to “pick and 
choose” what aspects of Judaism she in-
cludes in her service.

She dismisses such complaints, saying, 
“I think you can pick and choose when 
you have an education. I grew up in an en-

vironment where you were afraid to ask. 
Now, people are encouraged to ask why, 
to buck the system a little bit. You have to 
have your own truth.” 

Eventually, Greenfeld hopes to pull in 
100 people at her monthly service. But for 
now, she’s just relishing her mission. 

“Temples aren’t fi lling people spiritual-
ly. They have become too much of a busi-

ness. I’m doing this because I love it, be-
cause I can provide a spiritually fulfi lling 
place. I love every minute of it.” ✹

The next service will present Rabbi Yossi 
Carron in “Finding the Light in the Wilder-
ness of our Lives,” June 2, 10am. Baha’i 
Center, 4830 Genesta Ave. Encino. Call 
(818) 789-7314 or visit www.nachshon 
minyan.org. 

CANTOR from page 1

Cantor Judy Greenfeld.
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